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November 17, 2012
To all our members and friends of the 3¥4nfantry, 79" Division A.E.F.

The mission of the D&F 31¥Inf. has always been, and continues to be, theepeation and remembrance
of our fathers, grandfathers, uncles, great unctated family members, or simply folks interesitedur
organization. In order to best achieve our goakis decided by the D&F 3fBoard of Directors that a
long-term solution was to seek outside help aneéptemce of the 3f4Memorial Cabin and collection by
parties who havexpressed an interest.

In recent years the D&F has suffered from a dechrgoth funds and member participation. These
deficiencies do not allow us to properly presenatithe Veterans of the 314nfantry started. From past
newsletters, and our websitevfw.314th.org)we have been stating that a transfer of thd"3af
Collection, and possibly the 314#emorial Cabin (including the Memorial Plaque) vimprocess and that
Fort Meade (Maryland) would be the recipient.

With the ongoing help of the Washington Memoriab@él, and the recent support of Fort Meade staff, t
has become a reality. The 3ldollection has been transferred as a gift to tieadlé Museum, including the
Memorial Plaque. The 3¥4Cabin has been conceptually accepted and is iprdeess of being transferred
as a gift to Fort Meade as well.

On October 11, 2012 a meeting was held between Fort Meade 8 Board members, and Washington
Memorial Chapel staff. The outcome of this meetirag a commitment by all involved to see thingsralf
fruition. I am happy to share this news with youod ainderstand that it may be bittersweet. The cizlmo
longer at Valley Forge. After 90 years at Valleyd®it is on the journey back to Fort Meade, treeelof

its birth. Please understand that the™Béard of Directors have been, and continue tartfermed of
progress to da.

We have received good news and intent from Fortddesiaff that the cabin will be re-erected at aglaf
honor on the grounds of Fort Meade. Please knaiw#tonstructing the cabin will be more time isiea
than the deconstruction. The target date for dejfiof the cabin was set for Armistice Day Novembgr
2012 and is almost complete.

John H. Shetle— President D&F 31% Infantry 79" Division AEF
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'(I'his project is t$1e s)uccessful culmination of desadf work by generations of Descendants and Fsiend
We are truly thankful for all of those within theganization that worked so hard to accomplish dnig

our partners in the effort, especially the congtiegaand leadership of the Washington Memorial &hap
and the military and civilian staff at Fort Meadd!. of the members of the Descendants and Friefdseo
314" can look with pride at the outcome of this long &arying mission destined to keep the memories ¢f
our forefathers cared for in posterity. This contit have been accomplished without each one of you.
There could be no more opportune time than thisikégiving holiday season to say thank you very mych

Joseph T. Labrum Jr., Ray-Jude Paski, and JoelRent

Please enjoy some photos of the cabin deconstrudtiore photos will be added to our sitevw.314th.org.
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Below are excerpts from the original Memorial Dediicn Program:

History of the Log Cabin

Intrinsically a log cabin may have but little valueooking back into that bottomless vale of memibig rough
hewn room of logs conveys a value so great thathieyond the ken of mortal man to figure.

Thus it is with the Memorial Cabin of the 314thalmfy, located on a beautiful knoll overlooking thehuylkill
River at Valley Forge, that shrine of American Ipdadence. Log for log, and stone for stone, tésidentical
cabin that brings to mind the long and arduous dafy€amp Meade, when men were men preparing for a
conflict beyond the seas.

Back in those hectic days of the fall of 1917 wGamp Meade presented a desolate and disorderet \sigh
miles of sandy wilderness dotted here and theneHhmt little nature could push up above the pool, $be early
arrivals built a log cabin.

Material at that time was scarce. The abundancstafes that later presented itself was in the mgwki
Necessity forced those early pilgrims to use thndiiative out of which rose the log cabin, froneds felled on
the reservation, from hardware collected from th@drland of the camp, and from other material$ bsf
nature. Spikes were hammered out of horseshoethandassive hinges on the doors were shaped faaomw
tires.

Situated just beyond regimental headquarters tgeckbin became a sort of shrine to the thousandspuaured
through the camp. It was something unique in &a¢m of soldierdom and it stood as an insignishef t
regiment.

A memorial to those who lost their all was suggisté/hat better monument could be reared than diienc
made by some of the very men who perished onabeypfields of the Argonne? Log by log and stonstbne
the Cabin was taken down and transported from Chlaade to Valley Forge, where it now stands as an
everlasting memorial to the men of the 314th.

Sentiment can be expressed in more ways than caoumeed on the fingers of man, but the sentintexit t
comes from the inmost reaches of the heart isititetkat rears monuments of everlasting memories to
those who have sacrificed their all that this caymhight not perish from the earth.

Love of country and of fellow-man marks the redfipa Both are expressed in the tribute paidie tlead.
That is the purpose of the Veterans of the 314ifentry Association in rebuilding its log cabin.eWho
have come through unscathed in the greatest dfteian experiences cannot forget those who have lost
their lives in our behalf and in yours.

To read the full program, go to:
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NEWS FROM THEPRESIDENT

MEMORIAL COMMITTEE MESSAGE

PHOTOS - CABIN DECONSTRUCTION

HISTORY - CABIN DEDICATION

MEMORIAL DAY 2013

)

(




