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November 17, 2012 
To all our members and friends of the 314th Infantry, 79th Division A.E.F. 

 
The mission of the D&F 314th Inf. has always been, and continues to be, the perpetuation and remembrance 
of our fathers, grandfathers, uncles, great uncles, related family members, or simply folks interested in our 
organization. In order to best achieve our goal it was decided by the D&F 314th Board of Directors that a 
long-term solution was to seek outside help and acceptance of the 314th Memorial Cabin and collection by 
parties who have expressed an interest. 

In recent years the D&F has suffered from a decline in both funds and member participation. These 
deficiencies do not allow us to properly preserve what the Veterans of the 314th Infantry started. From past 
newsletters, and our website (www.314th.org), we have been stating that a transfer of the 314th Inf. 
Collection, and possibly the 314th Memorial Cabin (including the Memorial Plaque) was in process and that 
Fort Meade (Maryland) would be the recipient. 

With the ongoing help of the Washington Memorial Chapel, and the recent support of Fort Meade staff, this 
has become a reality. The 314th collection has been transferred as a gift to the Meade Museum, including the 
Memorial Plaque. The 314th Cabin has been conceptually accepted and is in the process of being transferred 
as a gift to Fort Meade as well.  

On October 11th, 2012 a meeting was held between Fort Meade staff, 314th Board members, and Washington 
Memorial Chapel staff. The outcome of this meeting was a commitment by all involved to see things to final 
fruition. I am happy to share this news with you, and understand that it may be bittersweet. The cabin is no 
longer at Valley Forge. After 90 years at Valley Forge it is on the journey back to Fort Meade, the place of 
its birth. Please understand that the 314th Board of Directors have been, and continue to be, informed of 
progress to date.   

We have received good news and intent from Fort Meade staff that the cabin will be re-erected at a place of 
honor on the grounds of Fort Meade.  Please know that reconstructing the cabin will be more time intensive 
than the deconstruction.  The target date for delivery of the cabin was set for Armistice Day November 11, 
2012 and is almost complete. 

John H. Shetler – President D&F 314th Infantry 79th Division AEF 
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Please enjoy some photos of the cabin deconstruction. More photos will be added to our site: www.314th.org.   
�
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This project is the successful culmination of decades of work by generations of Descendants and Friends. 
We are truly thankful for all of those within the organization that worked so hard to accomplish this and 
our partners in the effort, especially the congregation and leadership of the Washington Memorial Chapel 
and the military and civilian staff at Fort Meade. All of the members of the Descendants and Friends of the 
314th can look with pride at the outcome of this long and trying mission destined to keep the memories of 
our forefathers cared for in posterity. This could not have been accomplished without each one of you. 
There could be no more opportune time than this Thanksgiving holiday season to say thank you very much. 
 

Joseph T. Labrum Jr., Ray-Jude Paski, and Joel Rentz �
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Below are excerpts from the original Memorial Dedication Program: 
 

History of the Log Cabin 
 

Intrinsically a log cabin may have but little value.  Looking back into that bottomless vale of memory, this rough 
hewn room of logs conveys a value so great that it is beyond the ken of mortal man to figure. 
    
Thus it is with the Memorial Cabin of the 314th Infantry, located on a beautiful knoll overlooking the Schuylkill 
River at Valley Forge, that shrine of American Independence. Log for log, and stone for stone, it is the identical 
cabin that brings to mind the long and arduous days of Camp Meade, when men were men preparing for a 
conflict beyond the seas. 
    
Back in those hectic days of the fall of 1917 when Camp Meade presented a desolate and disordered sight with 
miles of sandy wilderness dotted here and there by what little nature could push up above the poor soil, the early 
arrivals built a log cabin. 
    
Material at that time was scarce.  The abundance of stores that later presented itself was in the making.  
Necessity forced those early pilgrims to use their initiative out of which rose the log cabin, from trees felled on 
the reservation, from hardware collected from the hinterland of the camp, and from other materials left by 
nature.  Spikes were hammered out of horseshoes and the massive hinges on the doors were shaped from wagon 
tires. 
    
Situated just beyond regimental headquarters the log cabin became a sort of shrine to the thousands who poured 
through the camp.  It was something unique in the realm of soldierdom and it stood as an insignia of the 
regiment. 
    
A memorial to those who lost their all was suggested.  What better monument could be reared than the cabin 
made by some of the very men who perished on the bloody fields of the Argonne?  Log by log and stone by stone 
the Cabin was taken down and transported from Camp Meade to Valley Forge, where it now stands as an 
everlasting memorial to the men of the 314th. 

-------------------------------------- 
Sentiment can be expressed in more ways than can be counted on the fingers of man, but the sentiment that 
comes from the inmost reaches of the heart is the kind that rears monuments of everlasting memories to 
those who have sacrificed their all that this country might not perish from the earth. 
 

Love of country and of fellow-man marks the real patriot.  Both are expressed in the tribute paid to the dead.  
That is the purpose of the Veterans of the 314the Infantry Association in rebuilding its log cabin.  We who 
have come through unscathed in the greatest of all human experiences cannot forget those who have lost 
their lives in our behalf and in yours. 
 

To read the full program, go to: ��������	�
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NEWS FROM THE PRESIDENT 

MEMORIAL COMMITTEE MESSAGE 

PHOTOS - CABIN DECONSTRUCTION 

HISTORY - CABIN DEDICATION 

MEMORIAL DAY 2013 
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